
 

On behalf of  TRiO Veterans Upward Bound we would like to thank the Wharton  
Management 100 students for fundraising, planning, and organizing such an 
amazing trip. The veterans and Wharton students travelled by coach bus from 
Philadelphia to New York City on Saturday, November 14, 2015. Our first stop was 
visiting the historical Apollo Theater. We walked into the main theater, took pic-
tures and then sat down in the first two rows to hear Billy Mitchell, also known as 
ñMr. Apolloò, speak about the history of the theater and his many decades of expe-
rience working there.  Some of our students also had the opportunity to partake in 
an impromptu talent show on stage. They sung, danced, rapped and told some 
great jokes! Lastly, we were invited to tour the dressing rooms and see the wall of 
celebrity signatures.  
 After visiting the Apollo Theater, our next stop was a campus tour of  
Columbia University. We were welcomed by two students and one was also a Vet-
eran, Sang. They talked about the history of the university and shared stories 
amongst each other creating memories that will last a lifetime.  (continued on page 4) 
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Directorôs Corner 
VUB Director, Diane Sandefur  
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 Hello VUB Students, Staff, Friends and Colleagues ï  

 

I have often discussed ñchangeò in the Directorôs Corner of past Warrior Journal issues, 

and again I am focusing on this theme, but differently as I have in the past.  It has been a 

challenging few months for those of us at VUB as we lost a friend, a co-worker, a teacher 

and for many a man who was like a brother, a father and a counselor.  Edgar Allan ñMr. 

10,000 Problemsò Mitchell, Jr. started teaching advanced math at VUB in January 2006.  

There are few individuals, maybe none, who can teach math like Mr. 10,000 Problems!   

Students learned without realizing they were learning!  He made learning math FUN!!!  He 

energized the students and before they knew it they were solving higher levels of math and 

loving every minute!  He exuded love. 

 

For a short time Edgar took a break from VUB to do all the other 10,000 things he had on 

his plate:  a teacher at a Philadelphia high school, Scout Master with his sonôs Boy Scout 

troop, Christian and active church member, co-owner of his and his wifeôs educational con-

sulting business, a friend to hundreds ï no, make that tens of thousands ï and an amazing 

son, brother and husband to Dannet and their three children.  Later, when VUB had a va-

cancy with the math instructor position there was no doubt who would be called to fill it ï 

Mr. 10,000 Problems! 

 

This has to be the most difficult kind of change ï the loss of another.  It is hard to wrap our 

heads around why a person at not even a month shy of his 46th birthday would be gone with 

no notice, no illness, but instead with a sudden and unexpected pulmonary embolism.  How 

do we adjust?  How do we transition?  How do make any understanding of an amazing hu-

man being who was so caring and loving and full of life, yet now gone?  We do it like this:  

We honor who he was by not giving up, we keep pushing ourselves to find and achieve our 

fullest potential, we love life and we love and care for others just as he had done, we follow 

his example.  We exude love: love and caring for others, but also love of ourself.  We donôt 

stop until our dreams are met.  We shoot for the moon, and if we miss we know weôll reach  

the stars.  And somewhere out there in the stars,  

Mr. 10,000 Problems will be smiling. 

 

Diane Sandefur 
VUB Director  



 

In Memorium  

Edgar Allan ñMr. 10,000 Problemsò Mitchell, Jr. 
December 1, 1969 ï November 6, 2015 
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VUB Travels to NYC  

Above: A group of VUB students who performed on the Apollo stage  

Below:  VUB walking through Butler Library at Columbia University   

The students toured Colum-

bia's Butler Library and Col-

lege Walk. It was a pretty 

amazing experience that they, 

too, were walking on the same 

campus President Obama grad-

uated from.  

 The groupôs next stop  

was visiting and paying their 

respects at the 9/11 Memorial 

and Museum. It was a tribute 

of remembrance and honoring 

the many lives lost. You can 

only imagine the emotions felt 

walking through these grounds. 

The names of every person 

who died in the attacks of Sep-

tember 11, 2001 are honored in 

bronze around the Memorial 

pools. Paying homage to nearly  

3,000 victims, the museum  

also recognizes the thousands 

who survived and all who 

showed extraordinary courage 

and compassion.  

Right: The Memorial features 

two enormous waterfalls and 

reflecting pools, each about an 

acre in size, set within the foot-

prints of the original Twin Tow-

ers. The Memorial plaza is one 

of the most eco-friendly plazas 

ever constructed. With more 

than 400 trees surrounding the 

reflecting pools. Its design con-

veys a spirit of hope and renewal 

and creates a contemplative 

space separate from the usual 

sights and sounds of a bustling 

metropolis.  


