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The Catholic Faith lost a Leader..

What did dhe ILGBT Comnninnumiity Lose?

The news of Pope John Paul II’s
death spread throughout the
world with a somewhat overpow-
ering, wretched mourning. Asthe
leader of the Catho-
lic Church for 26
years, he devoted
his life to peace and
human rights advo-
cacy. People all
over adored him
and enthusiastically
saluted him when-
ever he visited for-

Not

only were his visits

eign lands.

around the world
aimed toward strengthening the
Catholic faith, they were also to
comfort the poor and the sick.
His many followers worldwide
feel as if a part of them has been
taken away - a part they admired
and held very dear.

Despite his popularity in terms of
peace and human rights advocacy,
the Pope was also the source of
much disapproval within the
LGBT community. He con-
demned homosexuality several
times, publically claiming that the
Catholic Church could not admit
those in sin. His derogatory de-
scription of homosexuality as a
deviant behavior disappointed
many Catholic followers who, ac-

cording to John Paul I, fit this de-

scription. Many opted for aban-
doning their Catholic faith, while
others decided to form their own
faith communities, where not only
were they accepted,
but where they
could openly dis-
cuss sexuality and
many other contro-

versial issues within
and the Catholic
faith.

John Paul II op-
posed same-sex
marriage, alleging it
was the new “ideol-
ogy of evil,” which was being ap-
proved by many European
countries. Same-sex marriage
soon became a threat to what the
Vatican held as the true essence
of the holy marriage, procre-
Due to these policies,
which John Paul II strongly ad-
hered to, LGBT opposition grew

ation.

worldwide.

Other topics of great importance,
which the pontiff greatly criti-
cized, included contraceptives and
modern feminism. He warned the
world that the use of contracep-
tives meant the removal of love
from the sacrament of marriage.
Therefore, in the age of AIDS,
many HIV -prevention advocates,

who include many LGBT per-

sons, firmly opposed this pro-
nouncement by the Pope. As for
modern feminism, John Paul II
approved the document entitled
“On the Collaboration of Men
and Women in the Church and in
the World,” which stated femi-
nism has distorted the distinction
between genders because it calls
the
structure’s reliance on both a
mother and father. The pontiff’s

accusations against modern femi-

into question family

nism were also furthered by the
fact that feminists allow and sup-

port homosexuality and some
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ot or MNot: QFenn 2005

In an attempt to encompass every-
thing I felt and experienced
around QPenn, I decided to do an
annotated list of what was hot and
what was not of the week as a
whole. Please regard these as my
personal opinions as one of this
year’s co-chairs, and feel free to
email me to tell me what you
thought of QPenn 2005 at

<cochetti@sas.upenn.edu>.

e
Speakers

Speakers this year came from
all walks of life and many dif-
ferent communities within the
community. | do not think we
could have better speakers, as
they were some of the most
qualified in their fields. High-
lights of such speakers are:
Jasbir Rabbi
Greenberg, Barbara Gittings,

Puar,

Frank Kameny, and Pandora.
They were good with the au-
diences and willing to dialogue
and answer questions. Events
were well timed and did not con-
flict with one another to force
people to choose between events.
In addition, speaker events were

dispersed well throughout the ten
days of QPenn.

T-Shirts and Buttons

QPenn’s t-shirts and buttons were
amazing. They spread like wild-
fire across campus and were a wel-
come addition to events and the

]sexual®”

rally. The slogan “[
was right on target with the ques-
tion everything theme and made

campus question what the shirt

2

meant on top of the questions
being asked for the rest of the
week. The buttons were a fun and
relatively cheap way to spread
awareness and became collectable.
[ still see people wearing the shirts
as well as their buttons on jackets

and bags.
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Supplement

The supplement was stylish and
well done in 2005. The new maga-
zine format kept people’s atten-
tion and had a professional feel.
The content was hearty and mean-
ingless filler was lacking. Also, I
personally liked the expanded
VoQab section instead of it be-
ing a half page filler. Penn Kinsey,
Walk Talks, and the survey gave
it a light feel while still hitting
home the issues in articles and

publicizing QPenn in general.

DP Coverage

The effort to coordinate with the
Daily Pennsylvanian really paid

off this year. QPenn events were
well covered in terms of stories
and featured photographs. My
hats off to the DP for taking the
time and effort to focus on the

LGBT community.

vor

Low Participation
Participation seemed down
for events this year compared

Theytended to

draw a small CI‘OWd interested

to others.

ina particular topic and some
planning committee members.
Unfortunately, some of the
most interesting discussion
topics were held at the daily
lunches, which suffered from
the lowest number of partici-
pants. Although I am unclear
on the exact causes of low
participation, [ would specu-
late that it may be linkedto a
few things: lack of interest in
queer history and lifestyles,
length of the “week,” and/or too
little advertising.

Little Advertising

Advertising for the QPenn
“QBall” Dance was amazing!
That said, advertising for every-
thing else blew. Iloved the flyers
for the dance and the event post-
cards, but did not see them all over
campus...only under my nose at
the LGBT Center. Similarly, spe-
cific event posters and flyers were
not used this year so were nowhere
to be seen. Although this method

encouraged a core group Of in-

...continued on p. 9



A SPRITUAL HOMF

In an effort to continue the in-
creasing dialogue on campus
around intersections and conflicts
between religion and sexuality,

Hillel and J-BaGeL (Jewish Bi-

sexuals, Gays, and Lesbians) ar-

4 bl

ranged for the only ‘out

Orthodox rabbi,
Greenberg, to speak during
QPenn. I was fortu-

nate enough
to attend his

Steve

address, amid

the dozens of
programs in the
course of two weeks.
Being estranged from
the varying Christian
traditions in which [ was
raised, I really did not ex-

pect to connect in any signifi-
cant way to the Rabbi. I saw the
event as an opportunity to ex-
plore the challenges the Jewish
community faces in dealing with
issues of sexuality. It was beyond
me that [ would leave a little bit
Jewish, a little less religious and a
lot more spiritual.

By challenging the Judaic rheto-
ric and practices that condemn
LGBT peoples point by point,
Rabbi Greenberg created a con-
text for me to further understand
my distaste for organized reli-
gion. Moreover, he was able to do
so in a way that did not hold con-
tempt or disdain for Judaism, but
rather added to the fullness and
understanding of it.

I struggle with my religion. Cor-
rection, | struggle with religion.
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The problem being I ain’t got one,
(well as least an officially recog-
nized and sanctioned one). I have
abandoned the challenge of find-
ing religious reconciliation; after
all, why argue with the omnipo-
tence of God’s word

(as handed
S Sh
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down  to

some guy thousands of
years ago). There are not too
many places you can go with that,
so you are somewhat certain of
how that fight is going to end. In-
stead, like so many in the
LGBTQ community, I have opted
for a smorgasbord religion
through which I practice my ever
evolving spirituality, picking up
the traditions and practices of vari-
ous religions here and there.

My religious struggle is not a
question of faith or piety, or even
the lack of affirmation for vari-
ant sexualities, but the struggle
against the very nature of religion
as an institutionalized force, un-
yielding in its rhetoric and anti-
thetical nature of spirituality.

“Spirituality is a two-stroke pro-
cess. The upward stroke relates to

INREF

IGION?

inner growth and the downward
stroke relates towards manifesting
improvements in the world/reality
around us as a result of the inward

change. Any spiritual approach, with
diligent, proper practice
should manifest notice-
able improvement in
one’s life.” (Eck, D. A

New Religious America.

San Francisco: Harper, 2001)

Spirituality is about
growth and self-im-
provement for the bet-
terment of self, society,
and humankind. This pro-
cess is only successful in
the context of the free exchange
of ideas, evolving discourse, and
continual introspection, reflec-
tion, and contemporary analysis.

On the other hand, religion, as it
has been practiced throughout his-
tory, has been about establishing
social and political order and obe-
dience to archaic and arbitrary
laws, as handed down by individu-
als through their interpretations
of morality. AsRabbi Greenberg
broached in his talk, too often
religious debate stalemates at “be-
cause God said so,” never requir-
ing or allowing for further
discussion or exploration, but
demanding submission and com-
pliance in fear of retribution and
damnation.

Although he is from the Ortho-
dox tradition, Rabbi Greenberg

...continued on p. 8
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OUT & IN-FOCUS:
Kim Acguaviva, C'94, SW96, GED 00

Kimberly Acquaviva is becoming
used to being spotlighted by the
media. Around the year 2000, she
and her fiancé were voted the
“couple of the millennium” on
<TheKnot.com>. Because of their
history and emotional story they
easily won the majority of votes
over four other heterosexual
couples. After this momentous
and happy event, Kim soon
learned her first lesson about the

media - people remember.

Kimberly and her former partner
were married late in 2000 but like
many before them, they sepa-
rated from each other. Because
of her situation Kimberly has to
laugh as people still give her con-
gratulations and question how ev-
erything is going with married
life. Even yesterday, as her new
partner was telling her about my
voicemail message congratulating
and questioning about the couple
of the millennium, Kim must have
been asking, “how many more
times will this happen?” People
do remember.

In reference to such a hot topic in
the today’s media, her experience
with marriage also reminds us how
“getting married as any couple can
show equality - but also we still
have human frailties...gay people
get divorced too.” From her ex-
perience, she has learned a very
valuable lesson: “asa person, you
change.” Kimberly, however, had

some forewarning about life in
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the pubic eye as her father is a
conservative Republican from
Texas who “was big on staying
out of the media” in general. But,
Kimberly feels “no shame or em-
barrassment” about her life or her

choices.

Kimberly does
not regret her
choice to go to
In fact,
she earned her

Penn.

B.A. in sociol-
ogy, M.S.W_,
and Ph.D. in
Sexuality Edu-
cation, all at
Penn. Now, in addition to her
work as an Assistant Research
Professor at The George Wash-
ington University’s Department
of Health Care Sciences, Kim is
doing work for LGAIN (Lesbian
and Gay Aging Issues Network)
Leadership Council for the
American Society on Aging
(ASA), and is one of the chairs for
the LGBT track at the annual
ASA conference. She is also on
the editorial board for the Journal
of Gay and Lesbian Social Services.

Along with these experiences,
Kim lectures around the country
concerning LGBT health care is-
sues, focusing on equality and
professionalism. She explains,
“in a professional role you need
to treat [your clients] with dig—
nity and respect” regardless of

their differences. In communicat-

Kim (left) & her
partner, Kathy.

ing her message, she believesitis
good for faculty or speakers to
identify themselves as members of
the LGBT community. In fact,
when giving a lecture Kim identi-
fies herself as a lesbian, “not as a
revelation but as
a matter of
fact...to show

that it’s no big
deal.”

When thinking
about her place
as a role model
for other people
in the LGBT
community,
Kimberly believes it is important
to be mindful of the message you
are trying to convey because to
some people you may represent
the entire community. She starts
her speeches on a level ground
where all people can agree, as “we
agree we are all human beings and
we deserve dignity...this makes the
focus on a subject that everyone
can agree on, not the politics.”
Kim is reminded by people who
hear her speak that what she pre-
sents may be the only represen-
tation of LGBT issues they will

ever hear.

An example happened recently at
the lowa Department of Elder
Affairs “Growing Old with Dig-
nity and Grace” conference. A
woman from A.A.R.P. (American

Association of Retired Persons)

asked Kimberly about her LGBT



group and stated, “you must get
a lot of dues.” Confused, Kim-
berly asked her what she meant.
The woman explained she has
seen the LGBT organization ev-
erywhere, on signs, newspapers,
on the news. “You all must geta
lot of dues from your members,”
she said again. Kimberly laughed
as she began to understand the
woman believed the acronym
‘LGBT’ was the name of a large
organization Working for equal-

ity in the same manner as

A.A.R.P.

Earlier in the day, the same woman
had said to Kimberly, “Thank you
for coming to talk today; nor-
mally you people are always so

angry.” This showed the woman’s

impression that gay people were
always angry and screaming. Be-
cause of the filter of the media,
her only real life exposure to
people in the LGBT community
had been through irate speakers
and protesters. This incident re-
inforced Kimberly’s awareness of
the sensitivity that must be taken
when presenting oneself as part of

the LGBT community.

In her own role as a representa-
tive of the LGBT community in
her speeches and interactions with
people, Kim “keeps the overall
goal in mind.” She says, “people
want to know we aren’t trying to
change their beliefs. I can’t win
that fight; instead I focus on our
intended goal and not let anger get

in the way.” In her talks she tries
to convey it is okay that people
have different ideas of what is
right, but they must respect oth-

ers’ views as well.

With all her lessons learned from
living as a public LGBT figure,
Kimberly uses her knowledge to
support her goals. The lesson that
has proved especially true, useful,
and for her sometimes annoying,
is one she thinks about when she
is in the public eye: people re-
member. Kim says, “I don’t want
to change your beliefs...It’s your
right to have your own beliefs,”
and “if you let people know they
don’t have to give up their beliefs,
they hear you!”

~Gregory Sparks

Help the LGBT
enter!

We need your feedback to
better serve you. So take
a few minutes, go to the
Center’s site, and click on

the

“Take the LGBT

Center’s survey” link.

<www.vpul.upenn.edu/
lgbtc>




Needing €ncouragement

QPenn is a unique week of cel-
ebration and awareness for the
LGBT community. It includes
panels, discussions, rallies, dem-
onstration, lectures, and more on
LGBT issues. This year was the
first time I had
heard of the tra-
dition and had
the chance to par-
ticipate in the
events. | was able
to obtain one of
the highly de-
manded QPenn
shirts, be on a
panel about iden-
tity, experience a
leather demon-
stration, and hear
a lecture about
gay athletes.
They were all very interesting and

eye opening experiences.

However, I feel like I might not
have gone to or participated in the
events without the encouragement
and a little pressure from my fel-
low staff members. Reflecting
back on the week, [ am glad I had
that push, but I wonder if it is the
lack of such encouragement that
keeps other members of the
LGBT and general Penn commu-
nity from attending QPenn events
aswell.

Ever since I began working at the
LGBT Center, I have been com-
fortable letting my sexual identity
be known around people I know
are in the LGBT community or

are allies. Acknowledging it

6

”.the proGlem in
society facing
LGBT communities
is that non-mem-
Gers and members
alike are afraid to
support the com-
munity Gecauge of
fear that they will
Ge called gay or
Gueer.

around others whose opinion
about homosexuality was un-
known to me was a little scarier. [
was worried about being judged.
Thus, I was hesitant about simple
things like having my picture on
the Center web
site. Over the
course of the
year, | have be-
come more com-

fortable

even allowed my

and

picture to be
used in the
QPenn supple-
ment along with
my name.

On the other
hand, beside
working at the
LGBT Center [ have rarely gone
to any public events sponsored by
LGBT groups...except for the
parties. Ina sense, I told myself |
was too busy for any of them and
that working while an event oc-
curred in the Center was good
enough. I soon came to realize |
was worried about who would see
me at an event and how they
would judge me, hence, my rea-
sons for not attending the first

few days of QPenn events.

Nevertheless, after [ got over my
worries the first QPenn event I
attended was a lecture by Eric
Anderson on athletics and gay ath-
letes. It was very interesting and |
could relate and understand much
of what he said. The lecture made

me realize something I had not

before: LGBT issues do not sim-
ply concern LGBT people, butall
people. For instance, Anderson
said the problem in society fac-
ing LGBT communities is that
non-members and members alike
are afraid to support the commu-
nity because of fear that they will
be called gay or queer. Ironically,
that was my fear. Regardless of
its validity, [ was worried about
being labeled. That fear is what
kept me from attending any
LGBT sponsored events. Is this
fear what keeps others from at-
tending QPenn events, too? Yes,
it is part of the problem.

Honestly, [ believe most of the
QPenn events had a nice turn out,
some people did not attend be-
cause they simply were too busy,
or they did not know it was hap—
pening. I do know, however, that
fear plays a major role in the lack
of attendance as well. But how can
we reduce that fear? What
changes in society will it take? En-

couragement? Communication?

My suggestion is more lectures,
panels, and general LGBT spon-
sored events throughout the year.
Sometimes it simply takes time to
build up the courage to go such
events. Therefore, more events
through out the year equals more
time and chances to attend. Asa
result, | believe there will be more
attendance by the end of the year.
This would also lead to a more

constant source or ways Of

...continued on p. 8



[ remember walking to the Cen-
ter for the first time during my
It had just

moved into its new home at the

sophomore year.

Carriage House, and | was trying
to get a work-study job there as
some sort of librarian (or at least
I thought). It was raining and the
person | was at the time refused
to use an umbrella because I liked
to experience the weather to its
fullest.
shook off my jacket before I
headed up to Erin Cross’ office

[ came in the doors and

for my interview. | wasn’t sure
what to expect from the experi-
ence, and I didn’t think the inter-
view went well, but I got a
work-study position helping out
with the alumni organization,

PennGALA, and the Center’s de-

velopment work.

Almost three years later, and who
could have imagined [ would be
where I am. The Center, as many
people know, is my home (not my
home away from home). I spend
more time here, working, eating,
sleeping, and hanging out then |
do at my house in West Philly or
in Delaware County. (They really
just need to install a shower and a
washer and dryer so [ can take up
residence in the attic.) I used to
be amazed that my ex was one of
14 brothers and sisters, but my
family over the years at the Cen-
ter has become much larger (hell,

[ even have a dOg here).

I cannot help but wonder what
would have happened if I had not
jumped at the opportunity for a

A BIENTOT |

e

job here. I am pretty sure [ would
still be confused by what “boy-
type” means. [ would definitely
be a lot skinnier. I would for sure
have a lot more free time. [ would
not think that the back side of a
piece of paper was still useful. My
collection of buttons, pins, and
stickers would be much less eclec-
tic. I would not know what it
means to freeze in the middle of a
record breaking heat and humid-
ity wave in July. I would not have
been hog tied, flogged, and
spanked (well maybe). I would
not know how to use Photoshop,
[llustrator, PageMaker, or
FileMaker Pro. I would not rec-
ognize the names of 1000+ alumni.
[ would not be a Jonathan Lax
Scholar. And most importantly,
I do not think I would be the ‘me’

I am now.

That said, here are a few thank
yous:

Vic (the person): For being my
favorite regular/breaking up the
afternoon, teaching me more than
you know, and always piquing my
interest with some yummy new
smell from your kitchen.

Amanda: For proving me wrong,
sharing your secret crush on Jus-
tin Timberlake (I mean Daniel
Bedingfield), and reassuring me
Voldemort was fictitious.

Suhail: For crazy smiles, Latin
stepping it, and getting my back
when I needed to run and get some

food.

i
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Le: For keeping Jonathan in my
life (jk), being the craziest (in a
good way) guy here, for taking
up some of my slack, and making
me laugh.

KeAndra: For always keeping me
up on the newest internet net-
working sites; shaking your
groove thing with me; and being
able to talk to about basketball,
the Midwest, and life in general.

Greg: For being at the Center ran-
domly on Friday nights, forget-
ting me when you get food on
Thursdays, and just being darling!

Karrie: For saying it how it is,
knowing the love-hate dynamic of
athletics, introducing me to Sis-
ters, and for knowing that you
need to plug your iPod into the
computer to make them even
worth their existence.

Phil: For being a strong support
and tough critic, wanting to kill
VPUL computing as much as |
do, fighting over space with me
but always being able to figure
something out, and for loving

SG1.

Nikki: For being my older sister,
spending the summers together
becoming Flash video designers,
bitching about French classes, and
leaving me goodies to munch on.

Ninah: For always being able to
kick and laugh with, making the

...continued on p. 8

7

i

:ﬂ L



Whatdid the LGBT
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A BIENTOT
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have advocated fOI‘ women to be

ordained as priests.

Although John Paul II’s policy was
of love and respect, he did not
share that with the LGBT com-
munity. Instead, he proved to be
influenced by the Catholic
Church’s ideology and closed
doors for further dialogue be-
tween the two groups. Now that
he is gone, the LGBT community
can only hope that the next Pope
will support LGBT issues.
~Suhail Torga

A SPRITUAL HOME IN

RELIGION?
. fromp. 3

concedes the necessity for reli-
gion to stand ready for change and
that to question doctrine and tra-
dition to create space in one’s re-
ligion foran evolving humanity is
not blasphemy, but vital to the
strength and life of that religion,
as well as its members. By recog-
nizing the need for this course,
religion is no longer a top—down
practice, but closer to the two-
step process intrinsic to spiritual—
ity. This possibility gives me
hope that religion can be re-
deemed; that it does not have to
be a tool wielded for politicai in-
fluence and authoritarian control
to marginalize select members of
society to the detriment of hu-
manity. By doing this, not only
can spirituality find a home in re-
ligion, but LGBT people can, too.

~Ninah Harris
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long nights seem that much
shorter, bending over backward
to accommodate me, being an ear
for my bitching, and having quite

a few words of wisdom.

Erin: For always being able to
catch my typos, always encour-
aging me to see the other side,
sharing dog stories, and being
there for me when I thought I was

lost.

Bob: For making sure that “mm

good” and EVERYTHING.

Home really is where the heart s,
and [ cannot think of a better place
to kick off my shoes (or flip
flops). In a few months, I will
have to move on. Where to? 1
wish I knew. I cannot imagine
leaving, almost as much as [ could
not imagine where a walk in the
rain would take me years ago. |
know for sure, though, thata part
of me will always be at home with
my friends and family at 3907
Now for the
Francophile in me, this is not

Spruce Street.

adieu, it’s merely a bientot.
~Eric Boschetti

Needing
Encouragement
.fromp.3

spreading information about

events. Lastly, [ think more qual-
ity forums are needed to talk
about LGBT issues; hence, an in-

creased amount of events outside
of QPenn could do no harm.
~KeAndra Dodds

The editorial staff of
OUTlines seeks sub-
missions from all
members of the Penn
community. Poetry,
stories, essays, art-
work, and articles are
welcome. Inquiries
and/or submissions
should be sent to:

OUTlines
¢/o LGBT Center
3907 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA
19104-6031

Vox: 215-898-5044
Fax: 215-573-5751
<center@
dolphin.upenn.edu>

OUTlinesis published
by the Lesbian Gay Bi-
sexual Transgender
Center at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.
OUTlines is a forum
for reporting news
and expressing
thoughts of interest
to the lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender,
queer, and allied com-
munity as well as the
general Penn commu-
hity.

Archived editions of
OUTlines can be
found online at:
<www.vpul.upenn.edu/
Igbtc/outlines>.




Gumby’s “PATH’

The latest PATH (Penn’s Athlet-
ics and their Allies Tackling Ho-
mophobia and Heterosexism)
event, part of QPenn week, was
“Whose Game Is [t?” with Dr.
Eric Anderson. “Gumby,” as
most know him, is a dynamic
speaker and a professor at the
State University of New York,
Stony Brook. He is a leading ex-
pert in homophobia in sport with
a focus on men’s sports. Ander-
son drew a large crowd, including
members of at least four varsity
Penn teams.

In his talk, Anderson spoke about
the conditions that allow ho-
mophobia to exist on teams and
the power coaches have to stop it
before it even starts by creating
an open and accepting atmo-
sphere from the beginning. Such
conditions seem to allow athletes
to come out to their teams and the
fact is that the most important
factor in this is the coach. Ander-
son thinks the source of many

problems in sport is that coaches

need no formal schooling or
training in order to become a
coach, just a whistle. Moreover,
he discussed the ‘generation gap’
between current athletic adminis-
trators and the students they serve
in terms of accepting queer ath-
letes and levels of homophobia
and how such a gap in beliefs must
change sooner than later. Finally,
Anderson also talked about how
students need to enact change in
university athletic departments to
force them to be accepting of all
athletes.

Anderson shared his experience
about coming out as the first
openly gay high school coach in
ultra-conservative Orange
County, California. His first
book, “Trailblazing: The True
Story of America’s First Openly Gay
Track Coach,” is about exactly
that. Anderson elaborated on the
controversy his coming out
caused and told the story of one
of his straight runners being

beaten almost to death by a fOOt‘

ball player for having a gay coach.
In the end, the students made the
difference.

In his second book, “In the Game:
Gay Athletes and the Cult of Mas-
culinity,” Anderson chronicles the
individual experiences of openly
gay and closeted males who play
team sports. Through interviews,
he examines how homophobia is
manifested on men’s teams, how
out athletes are able to navigate
through it, and the power out ath-
letes have to change the environ-

ment on their teams.

Currently, Anderson is research-
ing and writing a new book about
the changing face of heterosexual
masculinity in response to
society’s lessening homophobia
and the growing popularity of

metrosexuality.

For information about PATH or
to be on PATH’s listserv, email
me at <karriemo(@sas.upenn.edu>.

~Karrie Moore

Hot ore Mot

&Fenn 2005
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volved people, it kept outside cu-
riosity and intrigue down froma
true lack of awareness instead of
a lack of interest.

Pigeon-Holing
Although the programs offered

were diverse, many Of the events

were only interesting to people

who belong to the community
being addressed. I am guilty of
this myself, especially with the
leather and bear events this year.
In comparison, I remember a
GUIDE panel during last year’s
QPenn that cross-cut LGBT com-
munities (although weak on the L
and T). The best event to fight
pigeonholing this year was the
QSA Identity Forum which high-
lighted what I would consider to
be the most diverse set of speak-
ers to share their stories. It should

be noted, however, that other
events did have diverse speakers
in terms of race and gender within
communities.

Okay, now count down backward
from ten slowly and re-read the
HOT section. I know criticism
can be biting, but [ also think it is
good to keep in mind to ensure
QPenn’s success next year. Inthe
meantime, have a hot summer and
see you next fall.

~Phil Cochetti
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Weedr o reinbew tdassell

-toreserve one and allow us to keep in touch, send
the following informationto
<center@dolphin.upenn.edu> hy Fri, April 22: Name,
School, Email, Permanent Address, and Permanent
Telephone Number (celll

- tassels will he available for pick-up at the LGBT Center the
week of May 8

Enjoy ¢greadeation

dinnerY
-join PennGALA [gay, leshian, hisexual,
andtransgender alumni) for a free meal at their
25th Anniversary Dinner
-7-10p on Fri,May 13 in 200 College Hall
- featuring President Gutmann and Evan Wolison, Exec. Director of
Freedom to Marry
-meet other LGBT alumni and see how you can hecome involved
- RSUP to Ronald <ronaldr@hen.dev.upenn.edu> and say you are in the
class of ‘05

Mix ond mingle ot 'Ehe>

Center post-commencement!?

- bring your friends and family to the LGBT Center for a light lunch
-immediately after Penn’s university-wide commencement <
ceremony on Mon, May 16 at the LGBT Genter
- RSVUP to Ninah <ninah@pohox.upenn.edu> by Fri, May 6

Ouestions? Please contact the LGBT Center at <center@dolphin.upenn.edu> or 215-898-5044
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