Life Safety Standards for Residential Fraternity/Sorority Chapter Houses

These standards codify University life safety and code compliance requirements for Fraternity/Sorority chapter houses. Each chapter desiring recognition by the University as a Residential Fraternity/Sorority must demonstrate on going compliance with these requirements. These requirements apply to all residential fraternity and sorority chapter houses, including both University managed houses and privately managed
 Each chapter house must meet the following requirements:
Automatic Fire sprinkler system installed throughout the building.
Hard wired smoke detectors in all bedrooms.
Fire alarm system with emergency back-up lighting and visual and audible annunciators.
The University’s Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs reserves the right to require installation of magnetic door holders. 
Fire extinguishers.
Heat and smoke sensors in mechanical rooms, chimneys and kitchens and in other locations, as required by applicable NFPA standards.
Kitchen stoves, if installed, must be commercial grade, with a fire suppression system and hood over the stove/cooking area.
Based on consultations with the University’s Office of Fire and Emergency Services and outside architects, the following changes to this policy are adopted effective as of the date below:

Chapter houses that currently have “commercial grade” appliances in their kitchens:

· must have a fire suppression system and hood over the stove/cooking area and all heat, smoke and other fire safety sensors and devices required by code for commercial kitchens.  

· Deep fat fryer devices must be located under the hood and be part of the fire suppression system coverage area. 

· If the chapter does NOT have a cook/chef preparing meals in its kitchen, and it has a deep fat fryer, the fryer is to be removed.  Use of commercial deep fat fryers by residents has proven to be unsafe. 

Chapter houses with “residential type” kitchen(s)/appliances:

· Stoves must be standard size (30” wide) with a residential fire suppression hood system including fan assembly and canister release system.

· Kitchen(s) must have heat, smoke and other fire safety sensors and devices required by code.

· Toasters (pop up style) are permitted but toaster ovens are NOT permitted. 

· Microwave ovens are permitted but only if they are plugged into a GFI electrical outlet. (Microwaves are not permitted in individual rooms.)
· Fire rated doors with code compliant self-closing devices that are wired to the house’s fire alarm system must be in place at all doorways leading into or out of a kitchen.







Adopted: February 28, 2008
All installations must conform to the relevant NFPA standard.
Annual Certifications by licensed third party contractors for each of the following:
Sprinklers 

Fire extinguishers 
Fire alarm system
Kitchen fire suppression system

Privately managed houses must provide copies of certifications to OFSA prior to the start of each academic year.

Annual Inspection:

There will be an annual inspection of all chapter houses to verify these requirements are being met.

In addition each house must comply with all applicable building and fire codes and requirements as established by relevant governmental authorities. 
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