
7:00 pm
Bodek Lounge

Houston Hall

Critical Consciousness & The Promise
Of Community Transformation

JUSTICE!
ON WHAT TERMS?

Wednesday, March 16

The Alvin Gutman Public Scholar Lecture

CO-SPONSORS



The two most meaningful things 
to Alvin (Vene) Gutman were 
his family and his community.     

 
Mr. Gutman was raised in West 
Philadelphia and claims roots to 
this very neighborhood.  After mar-
rying Mary Bert, his wife of almost 
67 years, he traveled with the fam-
ily twice a year to her hometown 
of Selma, Alabama, where he also 
claimed roots.

  Mr. Gutman served as President 
and Chairman of Pressman-Gut-
man Company for fifty years and 

was honored by his industry as Man of the Year.  He lived out his prima-
ry philanthropic interests related to healthcare and education. Among 
others, he served on the boards of the Philadelphia Free Library, Albert 
Einstein Healthcare Foundation, and Philadelphia University, where he 
was presented with the Lifetime Innovation Award in 2010.

Mr. Gutman received many honors for his involvement in Philadelphia, 
but he was particularly elated to be recognized by Operation Under-
standing, a local organization that focuses on bridging cultural divides 
between African American and Jewish youth and creating compassionate 
and effective community leaders.

Mr. Gutman would be so pleased to know his name is attached to a pub-
lic scholar lectureship through Civic House.  He was immensely proud of 
his grandchildren, four of whom have gone to Penn and one of whom 
participated in the Civic Scholars Program through Civic House.  

ALVIN GUTMAN



David Stovall Ph.D. is Professor 
of Educational Policy Stud-
ies and African-American 

Studies at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago (UIC).  His scholarship 
investigates four areas 1) Critical 
Race Theory, 2) concepts of so-
cial justice in education, 3) the re-
lationship between housing and 
education, and 4) the relationship 
between schools and communi-
ty stakeholders. In the attempt 
to being theory to action, he has 
spent the last ten years working 
with community organizations and 
schools to develop curriculum that 
address issues of social justice.  His current work has led him to become 
a member of the Greater Lawndale/Little Village School of Social Justice 
High School design team, which opened in the Fall of 2005. Furthering his 
work with communities, students, and teachers, Stovall is involved with 
youth-centered community organizations in Chicago, New York and the 
Bay Area.  Currently this work manifests itself in his involvement with the 
Peoples Education Movement Chicago, a collection of classroom teach-
ers, community members, students and university professors who en-
gage in collaborative community projects centered in creating relevant 
classroom based pedagogical strategies and curriculum.  In addition to 
his duties and responsibilities as a professor at UIC, he also serves as 
a volunteer social studies teacher at the Greater Lawndale/Little Village 
School for Social Justice.  

PROF. DAVID STOVALL



CIVIC HOUSE
Founded in 1998, Civic House is Penn’s hub for civic engagement, cen-

tering community organizations and social justice education. Through 

education, trainings and programming, Civic House prepares students 

for responsible community engagement and empowers them to be-

come life-long advocates for social change. We strive to co-create deep, 

reciprocal relationships with our community partners that provide a 

spectrum of engagement opportunities for students at all levels.  

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT INTERNSHIP

Civic House provides funded internship and educational experiences to 

Penn undergraduates with non-profit community partner organizations. 

To learn more and to apply for a summer internship, visit our website. 

Applications are due March 30th.

OPEN FORUM

A bi-weekly open discussion on issues influencing social justice on 

Penn’s campus and beyond. The next Open Forum is scheduled for 

Tuesday, March 29 at 6pm in Civic House.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Visit us on the web and sign up for our weekly e-newsletter at

www.civichouse.org or visit us in person at 3914 Locust Walk.

@CivicHouse

UPennCivicHouse

@UpennCivicHouse


